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In the presentation

some parts of the Test of FAITH 
DVD were played as indicated

The 'Test of Faith' film is a three-part documentary which recently won Silver in the category 
Best Documentary in the 2009 IVCA (International Visual Communication Association) 
Awards. The DVD contains extensive bonus features and material on the science / faith 
interface that is designed to be relevant and accessible for churches, with contributions and 
extended interviews from leading scientists and theologians. 

The relationship between science and faith is often represented 
as a battleground. The claim is that science has pushed God 
into the margins. But is the truth more complex? Talking to 
leading scientist-believers, we probe the issues at the heart of 
this debate. Has science really murdered God? Or is the God 
question being redefined in new ways by science? Does the 
possibility of a Creator remain an ineradicable challenge? 
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www.testoffaith.com

Material Available for Test of FAITH Course

Available directly from Faraday Society: http://www.testoffaith.com/

or locally from Koorong Books: http://www.koorong.com/

See also information and review on ISCAST website: http://www.iscast.org/testoffaith

See also Test of FAITH on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/thetestoffaith

There is also other material
available for youth and schools

Test of FAITH

Main Menu

Part 1: Beyond Reason?  
Science, Faith and the Universe

Part 2: An Accident in the Making?  
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis 

Part 3: Is Anybody There?
Freedom to Choose (Neuroscience & faith)

Bonus Features

Audio / Subtitle Setup www.testoffaith.com

Bonus Features
Trailer Biographies (pdfs)
Short videos The Test of Faith Course
Bonus Interviews Resources

The Test of FAITH Course: Science and Christianity Unpacked
The course is designed to help small groups explore the issues in the Test of FAITH 
documentary at their own pace using discussion questions, bonus interviews and other activities.
The Study Guide has been designed with non-scientists in mind, and with multiple options to 
allow users to tailor the course to their own needs.  A detailed Leader’s Guide will provide all the 
content of the Study Guide, plus suggested responses to questions, critical background 
information, resources and ideas for making the most of the DVD.
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Please Note: 
In addition to samples of the material and sample questions 

taken from the Test of FAITH material and their websites, some of 
the summaries of the sections are just meant to be indicative of

the material in those sections and are not necessarily a 
comprehensive and complete description of those sections. 
Similarly, there are a number of different ways in which the 

courses can be run, as indicated in the Leaders’ Guide and I have 
just indicated two of those possible course structure options.

Basic Option (with optional Introductory session)
Week 1: Session 1: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4 + 5 (preview)]
Week 2: Session 2: DVD [Chapter selection 1-5 + 6 (preview)]
Week 3: Session 3: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4]

Some Alternative Course Structure Options

In-depth/bonus options (with optional Introductory session)
Week 1: Session 1: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4 + 5 (preview)]
Week 2: Bonus Session (DVD Interviews) 1b
Week 3: Session 2: DVD [Chapter selection 1-5 + 6 (preview)]
Week 4: In-depth Session 2.1 - Interpreting Genesis
Week 5: In-depth Session 2.2 - An Accident in the Making (evolution)
Week 6: In-depth Session 2.3 - Evolution, Suffering and the Fall
Week 7: Bonus Session (DVD Interviews) 2b – The Environment

Week 8: Part 3: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4]
Week 9: Bonus DVD Interviews 3b: Is Anybody There? Thinking about human identity

Very helpful introductory questions and quotes are provided, with discussion topics and 
questions to go with DVD video presentations.  These are complemented with excellent 
Briefing Sheets at the back of the Study Guide and web links for other material.

or
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Bonus DVD Interviews 1b
1.1  Ard Louis & John Polkinghorne – Facts & Faith
1.2  Ard Louis – Intelligibility
1.3  John Polkinghorne & Katherine Blundell – A Personal God
1.4  Deborah Haarsma – The Big Bang
1.5  David Wilkinson – The Big Bang
1.6  Deborah Haarsma – The Multiverse
1.7  David Wilkinson – The Multiverse
1.8  David Wilkinson – Supporting Christians in Science

Bonus DVD Interviews 2b
2.1  John Houghton – Environmental Issues
2.2  John Houghton – The Putrefied World
2.3  Alister McGrath – The Putrefied World
2.4  Ian Hutchison – What do we do?
2.5  Catherine Cutler – What do we do?
2.6  John Houghton – What do we do?

Bonus DVD Interviews 3b
3.1  David Wilkinson – The Image of God
3.2  John Bryant – The Beginning of Life
3.3  Denis Alexander – Genetic testing
3.4  John Bryant,  Francis Collins & John Polkinghorne – Enhancement
3.5  Bill Newsome – Emergence
3.6  Bill Newsome – Emergence
3.7  Bill Newsome – Emergence

Other Resource Material on DVD

Biographies (in pdf format) of many of the contributing scientists on the 
DVD Interviews

Dr Denis Alexander Professor Simon Conway Morris  
Professor Katherine Blundell Catherine Cutler
Professor John Bryant Dr William A. (Bill) Demski
Rev Dr Alasdair Coles Dr Deborah Haarsma
Dr Francis Collins Professor Peter Harrison

Booklet  - Test of FAITH – Spiritual Journeys with Scientists
Edited by Dr Ruth Bancewicz; Forward Dr J. I. Packer

The Journey Begins – Dr Ruth Bancewitz
1.   Learning the  Language of God – Dr Francis Collins
2.   Being Human More than a Brain – Rev Dr Alasdair Coles
3.   Exploring God’s Universe – Dr Jennifer Wiseman
4.   Biology, Beliefs and Values - Professor John Bryant
5.   Life in the Lab – Professor Bill Newsome
6.   Thinking Technology – Professor Rosalind Pickard
7.   A Deeper Logic – Dr Ard Louis
8.   The Faith of a Physicist – Rev Dr John Polkinghorne
9.   Heart and Mind: Understanding Science and Faith - Dr Deborah Haarsma
10. The God Solution? – Professor Alister McGrath

3 or 4 shortened (~2 min ea.) DVD videos for each of Sessions 1-3 
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Session (Part) 1: Beyond Reason?
Science, Faith and the Universe

Play DVD Session 1 
Chapters 1 & 2:
00:00 - 14:13

Has science done away with faith?  The first scientists in the West were Christians; conflict 
started later in Victorian period by Huxley and other scientists to get rid of clergy engaged in 
science.  How do we see the World – the how and why questions?; God, the Big Bang and the 
‘God of the Gaps’; Creation, miracles and prayer; Fine tuning (the Anthropic Principle – the 
strong nuclear force that enables carbon to exist stably; the balance between matter and energy 
at the big bang; the amount of order at the inception of the universe; the gravitational constant 
and the cosmological constant; the precise ratio of proton : electron mass enables DNA to exist 
and be stable;  can our world be explained by an alternative hypothetical multiverse option?  

In-depth/bonus option 
Week 1: Session 1: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4 + 5 (preview)]
Week 2: Bonus Session (DVD Interviews) 1b

Q. 1. Why do people today sometimes think that there is a conflict between science and religion?
Q. 4  Why aren’t the gaps in scientific knowledge good proof for God? 

What was new or interesting for you?
What did you find most surprising or challenging?
What do you think the main messages were?
What do you think?  Do you agree?

Session (Part) 1: Beyond Reason?
Science, Faith and the Universe

Briefing sheets in Study Guide
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Session (Part) 1: Beyond Reason?
Science, Faith and the Universe

Briefing sheets in Study Guide

Session (Part) 2: An Accident in the Making?
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis

How do we understand Genesis; Christians hold different views on how God created the world; 
The majority of Christians working in science believe that God used an evolutionary mechanism 
to create the world; Theistic evolution still raises a number of issues for Christians, the main one 
being suffering; Also, Christians know that God has called them to care for creation.

What was new or interesting for you?
What did you find most surprising or challenging?
What do you think the main messages were?
What do you think?  Do you agree?

Q1.  What are the [first two] views on creation we heard?  
Q2.  What is the third view on creation?
Q4.  What are the two meanings of the word ‘random’ that Ard Louis describes?
Q5.  Which meaning does he say fits with evolution?
Q6.  The biggest challenge to faith that comes from evolution is the role of suffering and death

in the process.  How do the two scientists here, John Polkinghorne and Francis Collins,
answer that challenge?

Q7.  What is the source of hope that Alister McGrath gives us in the first comment?

Play DVD Session 2 
Chapters 1 - 5:
00:00 - 29:03
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Session (Part) 2: An Accident in the Making?
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis

Week 3: Session 2: DVD [Chapter selection 1-5 + 6 (preview)]
In-depth/bonus options
Week 4: In-depth Session 2.1 - Interpreting Genesis

Discussion topics: Genesis 1; Interpreting Genesis; A Deeper Meaning; 
A Question of Days;  What’s the Bottom Line?

Week 5: In-depth Session 2.2 - An Accident in the Making (evolution)
Discussion topics: It’s a Process; What a Waste?; Animal Death; 
A Random Process?; Is there a Purpose in Evolution?

Week 6: In-depth Session 2.3 - Evolution, Suffering and the Fall
Discussion topics: Human Evolution; The Fall; Suffering;

Week 7: Bonus Session (DVD Interviews) 2b – The Environment
Discussion topics: Environmental Issues; God’s Purpose for Creation; 
The Putrified World; What Do We Do?

Session (Part) 2: An Accident in the Making?
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis

Briefing sheets in Study Guide
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Session (Part) 2: An Accident in the Making?
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis

Briefing sheets in Study Guide

Session (Part) 2: An Accident in the Making?
Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis

Briefing sheets in Study Guide
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Session (Part) 3: Is Anybody There?
Freedom to Choose

Neuroscience and Faith; The brain and spiritual experience; we are not just machines – mind is 
more than brain; ‘emergence’ suggests that we are more than just the sum of our DNA; we can 
exercise choice; cloning. Human beings remain made in the image of God. The idea of science 
and religion in conflict is misguided. For the believer, science can lead to increased wonder at 
God

In-depth/bonus option 
Week 8: Part 3: DVD [Chapter selection 1-4]
Week 9: Bonus DVD Interviews 3b: Is Anybody There? Thinking about human identity

What was new or interesting for you?
What did you find most surprising or challenging?
What do you think the main messages were?
What do you think?  Do you agree?

Q2.  If spiritual experiences are accompanied by activity in certain parts of the brain, does that
mean that spiritual experience is meaningless, and God is not involved?

Q3.  What are the two reasons why someone can’t say that what we do is determined entirely
by our brains?

Play DVD Session 3 
Chapters 1 & 2:

00:00-12:52 & 23:00-25:59

Session (Part) 3: Is Anybody There?
Freedom to Choose

Briefing sheets in Study Guide
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www.testoffaith.com

Material Available for Test of FAITH Course

Available directly from Faraday Society: http://www.testoffaith.com/

or locally in Australia from Koorong Books: http://www.koorong.com/

See also information and review on ISCAST website: http://www.iscast.org/testoffaith

See also Test of FAITH on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/thetestoffaith

There is also other material
available for youth and schools

Other Resource Material

Special Test of FAITH version now for Youth workers

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cambridge-United-Kingdom/Test-of-FAITH/91538575910? 

Youth Leaders
Guide

Study Guide
11-14 yr olds

Study Guide
14-18 yr olds

Resources for schools
The Test of FAITH film explores 
the relationship between 
science and religion, and the 
generally perceived idea that 
they are in conflict. Scientist 
believers discuss how they fit 
their faith and professional 
science work together.
Based on the film (which is 
included with the book) the 
materials for schools are aimed 
at GCSE and A level groups in 
the UK who are exploring the 
relationship between science 
and religion within the exam 
syllabus.
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Test of FAITH – The Tour 2010

UK Tour
Feb 22-May 19

Manchester
Durham

Aberdeen
St Andrews
Middlesex

Bristol
Nottingham

Sheffield
Glasgow
London

Speakers (2 each from): Dr Ruth Bancewicz, Prof John Bryant, Dr Denis Alexander
Dr Keith Fox, Rev Dominic Smart, Dr Ard Louis

For further details see: http://www.testoffaith.com/tour/

For interest

What Should We Do?  Should We Consider
Running this Course Ourselves Somewhere?

Please note that while much of the material is taken from the Test of FAITH material 
and their websites, my summaries of the sections are just meant to be indicative 
of the material in those sections and are not necessarily a comprehensive and 
complete description of those sections. Similarly, there are a number of different ways 
in which the courses can be run, as indicated in the Leaders’ Guide and I have just 
indicated two of those possible options.

Em.Prof. Peter H Barry (p.barry@unsw.edu.au)
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Brief Course Overview

Part 1: Beyond Reason?  Science, Faith and the Universe 
Has science done away with faith?  The first scientists in the West were Christians; conflict 
started later in Victorian period by Huxley and other scientists to get rid of clergy engaged in 
science.  How do we see the World – the how and why questions?; God, the Big Bang and the 
‘God of the Gaps’; Creation, miracles and prayer; Fine tuning (the Anthropic Principle – the 
strong nuclear force that enables carbon to exist stably; the balance between matter and energy 
at the big bang; the amount of order at the inception of the universe; the gravitational constant 
and the cosmological constant; the precise ratio of proton : electron mass enables DNA to exist 
and be stable;  can our world be explained by an alternative hypothetical multiverse option?  
Part 2: An Accident in the Making?  Creation, Evolution and Interpreting Genesis
How do we understand Genesis; Christians hold different views on how God created the world; 
The majority of Christians working in science believe that God used an evolutionary mechanism 
to create the world; Theistic evolution still raises a number of issues for Christians, the main one 
being suffering; Christians know that God has called them to care for creation.
Part 3: Is Anybody There?  Freedom to Choose
Neuroscience and Faith; The brain and spiritual experience; we are not just machines – mind is 
more than brain; ‘emergence’ suggests that we are more than just the sum of our DNA; we can 
exercise choice; cloning. Human beings remain made in the image of God. 

Part 1: [Chapter selection 1-4 + 5 (preview)]
Part 2: [Chapter selection 1-5 + 6 (preview)]
Part 3: [Chapter selection 1-4]


