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In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. (Heb 1:1-3) 

 

1. What is the Word of God? 

 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. (Gen 1:1-2) 

 
 

The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations.” (Jer 1:4-5) 

 
 

The LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I 
have just put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations 
and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build 
and to plant.” (Jer 1:9-10) 

 
 

I will put my law within them, on their heart I will write it; then I will be their 
God and they shall be my people; no longer shall a person teach their 
neighbour or their brother, saying,  ‘Know the LORD!’, for all of them shall 
know me, from the least to the greatest.  (Jer 31:33) 

 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. (John 1:1-3) 

 
Some philosophical reflections: 
 

i. Is God’s ‘speech’ a metaphor with no connection to actual speech? 
 
ii. Does ‘God’s speech’ simply mean ‘God’s activity’? 
 
iii. Words which no not merely declare, but effect the contents of that 

declaration in the physical realm. 
 

God thunders wondrously with his voice,  
 doing great things, we know not what. 
For to the snow he says ‘Fall to earth.’ (Job 37:5–6a; cf. Ps 33:6-9) 
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iv. What has this to do with human speech?  

 
 
The fact that the words of Jeremiah, or any other person, for that matter, are human words 
does not prevent them from conveying the word of God.  
 

2. So what about the Bible then? 

 i. ‘Words’ and ‘word’ in Jeremiah 

And Jeremiah said, ‘The word of the LORD came to me: “Look! Hanamel, the son 
of Shallum your uncle, is coming to you to say, ‘Buy for yourself my field in 
Anathoth, for yours is the right of redemption to buy it.’” Then Hanamel my 
uncle’s son came in accordance with the word of the LORD to the court of the 
guard and said to me, “Please buy my field in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for 
yours is the right of inheritance and yours is the redemption. Buy it for yourself.” Then I 
knew that this was the word of the LORD.’ (Jer. 32:6–8) 

 
What can we say about the relationship between the words of Jeremiah and the word 
of God? Are they to be exactly identified with one another? In the normal usage of 
the book, the word of God is that which is heard, and the words of God are those 
which are spoken or written. The word heard is not necessarily spoken forth by the 
hearer in identical words to those that were given him, as the incident of Hanamel 
and the field indirectly demonstrates. After all, the words received are not magical 
incantations, but a message from a divine Person. And when the prophet relays that 
message, perhaps in identical words to those received, perhaps not, the hearers hear 
not the words of Jeremiah but the word of God. 
 
– The determinative reality is the message, the word from God, and that the words can change 
without changing the word. More than this, Jeremiah would assert that all the words here, 
variable as they are, were the very words of God. 

 

 ii. From spoken word to written words: Jeremiah 36  (see P. 4) 

 
 
A chapter about the preservation of spoken words to be spoken again. 
 

1.  The prophetic authorship of the words is crucial to their status as divine words.  
2.  There is a complete identity between spoken and written words.  
3. In written form they are always words, never word. 
4. When read, they have the same power as the words originally spoken by the prophet. 
5.  The hearer of Scripture read may hear the word of the LORD in the same way as the 

hearer of prophecy spoken. 
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3. Extending Jeremiah’s doctrine of Scripture to the rest of the Bible 

Jesus is the controlling Word which secures the human words of Scripture as the words of 
God. ‘The Law, the Prophets and the Psalms testify to me.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Reading the Bible as the word of God 
 
 
 i. The humanity of the words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ii. The perfection of the Word 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 iii. The perfection of the words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Conclusion 
 

 

 

 

6.  Questions, discussion 



Jeremiah 36
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